
Below is the core of an email sent to my MP, Stephen Phillips QC, on the 11th of October 2016:

You may remember, from our correspondence in 2013, that I regard our current constitution as 
deeply flawed. In my view, the referendum has opened up a 'constitutional moment': it has 
exposed the incoherence of our current arrangements in a way which has made it clear to 
many people that something is fundamentally wrong with the way our society operates.

My fear, however, is that we will let the moment slip past. There is always a tension between 
the needs of the present and the longer-term need for coherent structures, and generally the 
short-term wins out (rightly so). But if it always wins out then our longer-term needs can 
never be met, because there always will be short-term issues to be dealt with. If we are ever 
going to develop a properly mature constitutional settlement, we have to be willing, at some 
point, to defer short-term issues and devote some attention to the foundations.

The EU referendum has created a situation where structural reform is clearly a priority and 
there is currently a great deal of uncertainty as a result, with many people pressing for clarity 
on what will happen. But I cannot see that leaving the European Union is so urgent that it 
must take precedence over the need for deeper constitutional reforms – a need which is 
demonstrated so starkly in the current dispute over whether or not triggering Article 50 falls 
under the Royal Prerogative. I'm writing, therefore, to ask that you seek support among your 
colleagues in Parliament for the review of our relationship with our European neighbours to 
be treated as part of a more fundamental reform of the constitution.

I won't at this point go into my own view of what is most needed but, if you are interested, I 
summarised it a couple of years ago in a submission to the House of Commons Political and 
Constitutional Reform Select Committee for their consultation on A New Magna Carta. In that 
submission I suggested that three significant reforms were needed before the constitution 
should be codified: restoring the integrity of the doctrine of Parliamentary Sovereignty 
(through integration between locally-elected and centrally-elected representatives); a 
mechanism for making the monarchy democratically accountable; and a requirement for laws 
to be consistent with generally accepted principles.

I appreciate that what I'm asking is not a small thing but I hope you recognise that there is 
much in our current arrangements that is deeply unsatisfactory and is crying out for reform. If 
not now, then when?

https://treasonableman.wordpress.com/2016/06/29/a-constitutional-moment/
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/political-and-constitutional-reform-committee/consultation-on-a-new-magna-carta/written/17059.pdf

